Review

‘Wisps of beauty
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= | Triple bill
ENGLISH NATIONAL BALLET, TOURING

©IN TAMARA ROJO and Daria '
1. :{Iinwnlm a, ENB director I)e_rek I.)e-m(‘-

i has two of the loveliest ballerinas in
Britain, one succnlent, womanly and
 dramatic,the other fine-limbed and
: aerial,
© They arc the living proof of the two
¢ classic ballerina types, a lineage
: stretehing all the way back to sergsual
: Fanny Elssler and luminous Marie
: Taglioni at the dawn of Romantic ballet.

Deane has tailored a lovely triple bill
. for their talents, with Les SyIphides
! giving Rojo's extraordinary cmo_hunal
: potency unexpected outlet and Etudes
: featuring her sparkling stage command,
: and Voluntaries showing Klimentova to
: he an ideal exponent of modern I)alle.t‘.
: As Rojo wafts in, wearing the sylph's
: white wings and chiffon during the
: famous "“listening" prelude of Fokine's
. master ballet, she invests it with a real,
: human sense of loss, phrasing within
: Chopin’s own phrases her own sense of
: rubato, tilting her face upwards as if
; beseeching the moon for help.
:  The other notable feature of the
{ | matinée performance I saw at the
| : Liverpool Empire was the maost delicate
: dancing of the corps de balfet. The setting
¢ is enchanting {dark trees and moonlit
: white dresses) and the ENB girls have
: raised their game from mere physical
i competence to true poetry, Credit to
: Deane, but also to the conductor, David
: Coleman, who lured sounds out of the
: ENB orchestra that I did not think
: possible from recent showings.
i Glen Tetley's hallets were almost as
: mould-breaking in their day (the 1960s
i : and 1970s) as Fokine’s in his, linking
| : contemporary dance and classical ballet

! into a slinky, sensual style that hymns the
. physicality of the dancer. Voluntaries,

: written in 1973, is a ballet of mourning,

sparely set against a view of a looming

: planet, with the dancers in white all-in-

: ones spattered with colour. They are

. otherworldly, angelic emissaries of death

: and consolation, floating over Poulenc's

: rather angry Organ Concerto.

: The huge, cross-shaped lifts and fast,

: running leaps are exclamations of grief,

: caleulated to excite the public rather than

: tell of individual pain. But the reticent,

: gossamer Klimentova makes you see that

: there is something strong behind Tetley’s

: emotive bluster, She turns those gestures

¢ of weeping, the clutches for comfort from

. her partner, into phrases of movement,

: stylising them, with her immaculate

: Russian finesse, into emblems rather than

i expressions.

i Harald Lander's Etudes is a clever

: 60-year-old ballet celebrating the

: schooling process that turns a dancer
from a crisp athlete into a perfumed wisp

. Of beauty. ENB's carps go at the barre

o .l

: the males are weak, Rojo's spontaneity
2 and wit as the hallerina are what lift this
- ballet into fun,

At Liverpooj Empire (08706 063541) until
: .Satrfrda_}; then Manchester Opera House
: {0161 242 2509) March 13-18
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