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Smoky glamour and spicy bedroom antics as Carmen comes to Rio

DIDY VELDMAN's Carmen
is as good as Matthew
Bourne's Swan Lake, though
it will never reach the same
level of fame. Both
modernise iconic romances,
both bring a charismatic
central figure down to earth
by heightening a real, up-to-
date social context.

man of the theatre, but
Veldman is the better
choreographer, and Carmen
is a work whose power
accumulates irresistibly.
Premiered a year ago, it is
now installed in London for
two weeks.

Sex was always going to be

: the problem. Veldman, a

: Dutchwoman and leading

: dancer at Rambert, comes

: from an abstract

: contemporary tradition that

: does not use choreography to
: convey specific emotions,

: and would run a mile from

: sexual blatancy. Her Carmen
Bourne is the more cunning :
: tigress nor a provocative

: showegirl, so she has to find a
: way to make a flat-chested,

: bare-footed dancer spicy.

cannot be a busty operatic

And she succeeds.

: Meshing her low-key, folksy
: style with streetwise
: gestures, she portrays
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¢ NBY.SADLER'S WELLS THEATRE

: someone very recognisable

i —a witchy, inner-city girl in
¢ jeans and red vest, in a dead-
: end job and dead-end life,

¢ You would read the story:

: “*Girl shot dead in pub. Man
¢ arrested”. You would wonder :
¢ about her, and Charlotte :
¢ Broom's smoky performance
: would show you.

[ez Brotherston’s setting

: — downtown Rio de Janeiro
: —is brilliantly convincing,

just a street outside the

. cigarette factory, and the bar
. where football plays on the

: telly. It's grotty, boring, with
: poignantly glamorous

: touches. The start is weak,

: with too-wholesome military
: chaps and shrieking factory

: girls, but once the characters
i emerge, Veldman sucks you

. into their fate with one

¢ beautiful, exact love duet

after another,
Policeman José thinks his

girlfriend, Micaela, is too

: good for him — and you see

¢ it, touchingly, in his dances
with her. Irresolute (a most

: subtle performance by Daniel

: de Andrade), he's easy prey
: for Carmen, whoe mocks him
: wittily while he processes her :
: arrest on his typewriter,

: waggling her toes in his face.

But then Carmen falls in

: love with his unsulliedness,
: and their bedroom antics are
: so sweet that you may find

: vourself rushing home to try
: them out with your own

¢ partner. [t's not precisely

: erotic, aiming for the heart

* rather than the loins.

Quite rightly, Escamillo is

¢ afigure of envy, a local boy

* made good as a rock star,

* breakdancing in black

¢ leather, trailing dope-dealers

: and groupies, with Bizet's
: song cleverly remade as a

rock song for the dynamic

¢ Christopher Giles. John

- Longstaff's rearrangement of
- Bizet for the small Northern
- Ballet Theatre orchestra is

: admirable, though not well

: played.

Overall, a show that

: declares modern dance can

: do big-sized drama after all.

: Bourne, now preparing his
:own version of Carmen, must
: look to his laurels.

v Until April 1. Tickets: 0207 863
L 8000
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