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Lots of talking and crashing i

YOU should have been in the

ladies at the Queen Elizabeth Joyce, despite the pre-

¢ publicity. Joyce’s heir knows
: the acting half of this

: venture, the Belgian

: Needcompany, of old, and
Complete strangers exploded : told them “No, non, nyet,

: nein”, when they asked for

: permission to use Joyce’s

. writings. This last-minute

: news came as a relief to those
: of us who had been sweating

: gver our lack of acquaintance
: with Finnegans Wake.

Hall after the British
premiere of William
Forsythe’s latest work with
his famed Frankfurt Ballet.

at each other about waste,
rubbish, ordure, childishness.
Forsythe is, of course, the
ne plus ultra of the ballet
world. Everyone — even the
Royal Ballet — wants his
dances in their repertoire.
But, as the man has never
stopping reminding us, he
has moved a long way from
the elegantly contorted
ballets of his neo-classical
period. Nowadays this sort of
bybrid theatre — with its
near-impossible title
— is what he gets up to, with
lots of talking and crashing
into scenery.
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It's not much about James

I suspect a close

: acquaintance with the QEH’s
. bar would have been more

: helpful, since this incoherent
: event looked like nothing so

: much as the product of over-
. indulged drama studentsona
: long night’s bender.

The setting resembled a

rock club, with gantries of
: spotlights, a mirror ball and
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: DeaDDogsDon'tDance
: DjamesDjoyceDeal
: QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL

: walls of mineral water

: bottles just waiting to be

: knocked over. Three

. garrulous rockers with Frank
: Zappa hair and hats

: squabbled desultorily in

: front of a microphone,

: gradually joined by nine

- long-legged dancers and a

: large, raddled woman in late

: middle-age.

:  The conversation skipped
. gver topics such as mothers,

: how best to depilate the

: genitals, and Auschwitz, all
: subjects being equal in this
: gnat-brained microcosm. The :
. elderly matron told us, and

nto scenery
. Dance lg/é/oo

: l..’.........‘...l..".ll.”.. M

: blonde kept pulling up her

showed us, intimate details of
her sexual appetite. A small

: dress and checking the state
. of her bra and pants. A

: woman thrashing erotically

: on her partner’s lap was

: actually rather marvellous,

: with that silvery, explosive

- athleticism that is Forsythe’s

trademark.
That was all in “the serious

: Sex part” of the show, as

: projected captions told us.

: But “the Fun part” and “the
: Short part” were less true to
: their names.

Forsythe apparently

: intends further

: collaborations with the

: Needcompany. No, non, nyet,
: nein.

: Tickets: 020 7960 4242
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