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It’s a mad,

mad whirl o

CECILIA Bartoli, watchout.

There is a girl performing at | Danee

the Barbican Theatre who

doesn’t just sing Cenerentoia - Le Jardin lofo Ito Ito, X
— she gargles it, top notes  : Companie Montalvo-Hervieu
and all. If you want a crazy, ;| BARBOAN

joyful laugh, then EC2is the : Mozartina

place to go. A French group  : Zurich Ballet

is showing a spectacle of i SADLER'SWELLS, EC1

dancing and animated film so © Meltdown

nutty that only a child could QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL

imagine it. A child you would :
look at with apprehension,

A man decked in Christmas ;
lights spins on his head for
two choruses of Jingie Bells
someone whistles exquisite
birdsong while shithering
sly like a caterpillar
at a disco: a parade of
flamingos walk on human
legs. The skills in Le Jardin
lo o Ito Ito are enough to
make one gasp, but there's
also an unhinged imagination
at work, teasing away at the
fraying edges of sanity.

All the things the French
do well are here — Surrealist
film, physical comedy,
reckless acrobatics, baroque
elegance — mixed together
by the choreographer Josi
Montalvo with a gleeful,
ievous hand. Le Jardin,
ys, is like a public

garden in which you sit and
watch singular-looking
people 5 by, unified only
by being singular.

. So herc is a garden

populated by strange, video-
mutated beasts and a crowd
of 17 amazing hip-hoppers,
acrobats, ballet dancers,
African and Chinese jazz
dancers, a flamencista and a
baroque soprano-cum-
contemporary dancer (who  :
has the gargling number). In :
85 minutes they give us 100
turns of giddying skill and
pin-sharp comic flair.

: playing the crowd. They

i but jabber and scream at us,

like street performers

Hip hop is the main
material — how fascinating it
s in mechanical terms,
wardless of its potential for
tty parody. It disjoints the

i usual fluency of human
i motion, then reassembles it
i in an explosive, joint-popping

way (not so dissimilar from
Merce Cunningham's

i computer experiments with
i movement). The French

know the place of physical
stunts in dance — I wish the
1glish weren’t so po-faced

! about it.

But what makes the piece
weird is the film that plays
trange tricks with human
eings. Computer-morphed

men have the bodies of palar i the dancers hurdle them like : what a man shouts at the
silent-movie escapees. Laugh : point of orgasm, according to roved notably strong and : pravided a moody score for

ears, or hamster legs: a

i horse rears on ballerina
: pointes, Comic/horrid
: jmages are brilliantly

i the real dancers' heads,
: hands or (French humour}

They are dressed normally ; bottoms. The mutant film
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Nutty brilliance: the skills displayed in Le Jar

! beasts chase the dancers, and ; “'lo lo Ito Ito”, by the way, js © theme — musically and in

: entertainment is part of the
manipulated on the backcloth : annual summer Barbican

: and apparently emerge out of | [nternational Theatre Event : beyond tbe Kirov. Zuricy
i (BITE), which constantly

: surprises in the dance field.

din Jo fo Ito Ito are enough to make one gus

— mus ¢ disappointment. The
ostuming. The dancers : famously reclusive singer

i dancers from Richard
Alston’s company 1o bore us
all rigid, with Martin

+ Lawrance's specially created
i piece about psoriasis-

i sufferers (1 kid you not),

i which was all production

i effort and no choreography.

: the Surrealist Max Erngy,

i Aquick word about twg

; other shows that have shgwn
: that there is dance life

onfection, if a little long.
They must return soon,

i H i The dance event in Scott
i seems to turn up off-the-wall i week, with Mozarting,a 1], Walker's Meltdown 2600

; Ballet made its UK debyy |55

: length balletona Mozartjzn : festival, though, was a

P, but there's also an unhinged imagination at work and pin-sharp comic flair

: Sowas, brilhantly, Lea

: Anderson's work for her all-
- female Cholmondeleys, to a

I new commission by the rock
: band Orbital. A blinding light
: show by 32 synchronised

; floorlights to Orbital's

: earsplitting — but good —
 music provided a sense-

i android girls struggled for

* pur attention. The usual

i relationship of performer to
: spotlight was spectacularly

: reversed, the little people at
: the mercy of new technology.
: It would be a natural fixture
: for the Dome,

LeJardin . . runs until

H i d T i Saturday. Tickets: 020 7638 8891
i stirring world in which seven



