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Light-hearted and lightly

: 1 DON'T suppose many of us
: could imagine today’s

: Rambert Dance Company in #8222 888828820
PARYIR L Javier delFrutos

| RAMBERTDANCECOMPANY. " =
N MG ARG N AN P X DR ws “w E hatches’ after Several

. suicide attempts, into a

: lithe, leotarded lady. I can't

: say what to make of her,

: theologically or anything

. else, nor of the delightful

: false eyelashes, very
: cutaway sequins and sling-

: back shoes. Modern dance is :

! cracked heart of the piece,
: portraying an older, fading
. showgirl, whose sad little

: duet with an nnwilling man
: turns the glitz inside-out to
: show its dirty edges. It could :
: do with more physical :
: display, perhaps, and

: an earnest business under

: Christopher Bruce’s

: direction, but this season

: has taken a surprisingly
 jolly turn thanks to his new
: commission from the

: colourful independent,

: Javier de Frutos.

Nudity is de Frutos’s usual :
: the way some of his pieces
: do, but it's intelligent,

: observant and generous.

: Rambert’s orchestra and

: dancers throw themselves
: into it with relish.

: scene, so they are lucky to
: get sequins at all, But he is
: one of Britain’s best dance-
: theatre men, and The

: Celebrated Soubrette, seen
: first at the Edinburgh

: Festival Theatre (it will also. :
: a major addition to the

: touring repertory. Ek is a

: Swede who pairs a dark,

. psychological outlook on life
: with a sharp, athletic, folksy
: dance style. [ saw thisin

: High Wycombe, alongside

: Bruce’s own, cosier piece of
: folk-dance, Sergeant Early's
: Dream — chalk and cheese.

i Ek'sis a surreal portrait of :
: domesticity set in a sombre

: kitchen, To mournful

i Gérecki string music,

: husbands and wives

: scamper at full pelt through
* a dynamic, see-sawing dance
: woven from all sorts of

: recognisable sources: frantic
: housework and ecstatic

: be presented at Sadler’s

: Wells and elsewhere), is a

: true audience-pleaser,

. glitzy, funny and capable of
: producing a little lump in

: the throat too.

:  Michael Daugherty’s

: catchy 1996 suite, Le

: Tombeau de Liberace, 00Ze$
: rhinestone pizzazz and easy
: thythms, inspiring a light-

: hearted portrait of show-

: dancers, queeny boys and

: tarty girls jockeying for the
: spotlight. The dance is,

: naturally, groin-centred, but
: sometimes the witty de

: Frutos makes them strike

: ballet arms derisively over
: wiggling Las Vegas tushes.
: Elizabeth Old, with much
: dignity, provides the
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premiere.

doesn’t gnaw at the depths

Mats Ek’s She was Black is

childbirths as well as
quarrels and love-making.

clad

The title is a double take

: on who God might be (ie, not

male and white), and into
this happy home slithers a
black slug which finally

chap in point shoes who

: turns up now and again,

: nude at one point. But they
: are strangely diverting, and
: so is the general air of

: elliptical fantasy.

Bruce's Sergeant Early’s

: Dream offers a more naive,
! winsome take on marriage,
: and rather less dance

interest. More long skirts,

: more period atmosphere —
: this time a harbour where

: emigrants gather a la

: Riverdance, playing, singing
: and dancing until the ship

: comes in.

There is a funny drunk

: scene for three idle men and
: a frosty woman, but mostly
* it is the visual equivalent of

The Archers. Bruce did the

: hopes and hardships of po’
: folks more resonantly in

: Moonshine, which joins the
: repertory in the Sadler’s

: Wells season. '

: Tickets: Edinburgh, till

: Saturday, 0131 529 6000;

: Sadler’s Wells, November
: 14-25, 020 7863 8000

: ismene Brown



