Royal Ballet's best for years

THIS is something to shout
about, a ravishing evening of
dance, perhaps the finest at the
Royal Ballet for years — and,
moreover, an evening that could
be experienced at no other
company anywhere in the world.
A night of French music (so
sympathetic for dancing), but a
celebration of English
choreographic genius, with five
ballets by the top three,
Frederick Ashton, Kenneth
MacMillan and Antony Tudor.

First-night performances of

Ashton’s La Valse, that erotic,
cocktail-party waltz that feels
like a rollercoaster into sex-
fuelled madness, and Symphonic
Variations, his sublime 1946
masterpiece, were not quite as
good as one could hope, But I
‘doubt there’s a ballerina alive or
dead who could match the
majestic Darcey Bussell in
Monotones II.

This is a spellbinding trio fora
woman and two men that seems
to have been beamed down to us
from outer space, but is actually
33 years old, Eric Satie’s
Gymnopédies are hypnotically
bare yet somehow enchantingly
melodie, and the choreography
feels modern, even futuristic, It
splits the ballerina in two like a
bap, yet has a silvery poetry that
lulls one on to some higher plane
of consciousness,

Then followed the eagerly
awaited revival of Tudor's Lilzc
Garden. This, created in 1936 at
Ballet Rambert, was the first
English ballet mini-drama. A
taut, bitter tale about the
Edwardian approach to
marriage, it is remote from
today, peculiar to its moral
period, and dependent on an
acute belief and finely judged
acting skills to bring it off,

Which Sylvie Guillem has, She
seems to have hecome a one-
woman crusade to rehahilitate
lovelorn English women —
Manon, Marguerite, Natalia
Petrovna, and now Caroline,
Tudor’s unhappy bride, saying
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goodbye to her lover as she weds
. an older, no doubt richer, man,

The remarkable thing is how

. differently Guillem plays them,
: each woman a portrait in a

: specific society. Caroline’s world
: is almost Nordic in its clipped

: rigidity: emotions the size of a

: volcano must be writ on steps the
: Size of a postage stamp. The

: character is even more pared-

: down than Ashton’s women,

: whose arms are ample, more

: aware of what they desire,

The ballet feels like a

: remembered party — incidents

: scudding through, interrupted

: passions, things left unsaid,

: feelings unfinished, a thousand

: piercing regrets, added to in

: future unhappy years, Caroline

; dives into her lover’s arms like an
: arrow, freezing mid-air at her

: own temerity, when you wish she
: could melt, .

Guillem, [ooking absurdly

: young and fearful, played her as
: an unblossomed child,

: despairingly in love with

: Jonathan Cope (hot and

: trembling, for a change) but not
: strong enough to resist the

: Imperative of her chilly husband-
; to-be (an excellent Christopher

: Saunders). Chausson’s ardent

: Poénre was heautifully played by
: violinist Peter Manning and

: conducted by Emmanuel Plasson,

: who made a fine musical evening
: of it all,

MacMillan’s stirring war

: ballet Gloria, with Cope again

: remarkable, closed g profoundly
: rich and moving programme,

: which will convince you, at least
: for the night, that the Raoyal

: Ballet must be the best place in

: the ballet world. Don't miss it,

. Until December 29, Tickets: 020
. 7304 4000

: Ismene Brown



