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For the girl, the man who has everything

Ismene Brown reviews La Fille mal gardée performed by Birmingham Royal Ballet and
Royal Ballet

By Ismene Brown
15 February 2001 - 12:00am
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IT has been a long time since such an obvious male star as Robert Parker twinkled in
the British ballet firmament. Tall, stately, handsome, you can find - but funny, frank and
fanciable as well is more rare. His performance as Colas, opening Birmingham Royal
Ballet's tour of Ashton's La Fille mal gardée, is probably the best I've seen - and it was
his debut in the part.

There are currently Colases galore to be sampled, because BRB and the Royal Ballet are
playing Fille in identical productions. Since Fille is a masterpiece of sexy subtlety there
will be no complaints from me, especially as Birmingham's first night, in Bradford's
Alhambra, had no less zest and accomplishment than the London ones.

It looks the same, it sounds the same. The birds twitter in the score for Birmingham's
conductor Barry Wordsworth almost as captivatingly as for John Lanchbery in the
Royal Opera House.

Under the romance about a girl outwitting her mother to get the man she wants there's
a pointed realism, and Osbert Lancaster's 1960 designs don't simper. The farmworkers
wear usefully big straw hats against the heat of a French summer, and the imbecilic
Alain's idea of impressing his putative bride is to stick a geranium in his hat and buy her
an Elizabeth Taylor-sized diamond. Handsome Colas dresses up to the nines and chucks
her two metres of pink ribbon. Guess who wins.

The Midlanders take a more pantomimic line with the character parts, David Morse and

Alain Dubreuil as the social-climbing Widow Simone and Thomas mugging like Punch
and Judy. On the other hand, the dancing chickens underplayed their big speciality
number - Covent Garden's fowl know they are stars. But it was Parker's night. Having
seen the excellent American Ethan Stiefel in the role at Covent Garden, I was well in the
mood for tall, amiable blonds. Stiefel proved to be one of the nicest, most brilliantly
danced Colases around, especially in partnership with Sarah Wildor, whose
mischievous comedy almost pardons her technical shortcomings in the difficult role of
Lise.

Still, Stiefel must give way to the Humbersider. We know that the 24-vear-old Parker
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has the classical poise and physical wow factor of a remarkable leading man; even more
striking was his comedy-playing. He was particularly clever at inventing openings to
give Dorcas Walter's bright, earthy Lise a full-mouthed smackeroo. Parker has put sex
back into ballet.

¢ Birmingham until Sat (01274: 752 000); then touring until March 24 (0121 622 5120); ROH:
until March 10 (020 7304 4000)

What did you think of this article?
Share your thoughts

i e

Your feedback will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy.
¥y {foO=

More stories

More from The Telegraph


https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/4721691/For-the-girl-the-man-who-has-everything.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/4721691/For-the-girl-the-man-who-has-everything.html
https://wa.me/?text=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/4721691/For-the-girl-the-man-who-has-everything.html
mailto:?to=&body=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/4721691/For-the-girl-the-man-who-has-everything.html&subject=For%20the%20girl,%20the%20man%20who%20has%20everything
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/

