»§ A siguiriya cuando yo

& me muera /te pio un
encargo, / que con las trenzas
de tu pelo negro / me marren

ask of you one favour, That with
the braids of your black hair They
tie my hands.”) Flamenco is the
Andalusian gypsy blues, sung for
at least 400 years by the gypsies

great port of Cadiz. Poverty, love
and death were life's realities, and
the archetypical expression of
their fatalistic outlook is the
sombre siguiriya, sung and
danced by men only.

“% A soléa Er querre es
wm cuesta arriba /y el
orvidar, cuesta abajo; / quiero
Subir cuesta arriba / aunque
me cueste trabajo. (“To love is
all uphill and to forget is all
downhill; | want to go uphill
though it cost me dearly.”) Still
dark but more vigorous, the
soléa - the second classic
flamenco song-type - can be
performed by a woman. Admire
the mastery of language (a
hybrid of Romany and
Andalusian) in this so/éa, which
contrives to be pessimistic and
flirtatious at the same time.

A carcelera Veinticinco

calabozos / tiene la cércel

de Utrera. / Veinticuatro he

las manos. ( “When | come to die, |

of many races who collected in the

recorrido /vy el mds oscuro me
queda. ("The prison in Utrera has
25 cells. | have been in 24 and
the darkest is to come.”) Jail was
another of life's certainties, and
men often sang about it, with
rebellious pride as well as
despair. The carcelera is another
of the classic types that are
grouped under the heading
“deep song”, cante jondo,
considered the purest and most
authentic songs of a culture as
persecuted by gentrifiers as by
Spanish police. For cante jondo
singers cultivate a raw, smoky
hoarseness called afifl3.

A tango Péinate td con

: mis peines, / que mis
peines son de azica: / quien
con mis peines se peine, /
hasta los deos se chupa. (“Comb
your hair with my comb, for my
comb is made of sugar; whoever
combs his hair with my comb, will
suck his fingers.") Could a poem be
more sensual and delicious? Tango
is an example of cante chico, a
lighter-hearted development in
flamenco, with more elaborate
verbal conceits, and accompanying
lively group dances such as
bulerias and alegrias, designed to
entertain. Flamenco dance is
thought to be related to the Indian
Kathak style, with its swaying
upper body, concealed legs and
percussive feet.

. A playera Una noche e
@ trueno / yo pensé mori /
como tenia una sombra negra/
ensima de mi. ("One stormy
night | thought | would die
because a black shadow hung
over me.") Gypsies saw the
bullfight as a metaphor for their
perilous life. This thrilling song
conjures up the iconic vision of
the flamenco dancer, his arms
curling like a bull's horns, his
body erect, and his heels
thundering in the zZapateado.

U Eva La Yerbabuena and
Company perform flamenco at
the Barbican, London EC2 (020
7638 8891) tonight. Thanks to
Flamenco! by Gwynne Edwards
and Ken Haas (Thames &
Hudson, 2000)
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