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Ismene Brown reviews Irek Mukhamedov Gala at the Coliseum

By Ismene Brown
05 October 2001 • 12:00am

Last hurrah: Irek Mukhamedov in his primeLast hurrah: Irek Mukhamedov in his prime

IREK MUKHAMEDOV made his farewell to London in a roaring blaze of public

aGection at a sold-out Coliseum, with a grateful and deserving charity enriched - Kids,

which supports severely disabled children and their families - and a gala of Ktting star-

quality.

Alongside the Kirov's wondrous Altynai

Asylmuratova, the phenomenal Tamara Rojo of the Royal Ballet, and the charismatic

Adam Cooper were children from the Arts Educational School, Tring, which

Mukhamedov's daughter attends, and dancers from the Polish National Ballet, for

whom Mukhamedov recently produced Swan Lake.

Many of the ballets that Mukhamedov stamped his mark on - Giselle, Fearful

Symmetries, Spartacus - were here, but handed over to others, and the ghost of his

formidable power lurked benevolently in the wings while others danced them.

Now 41, he did not do a Nureyev and forlornly try to recreate his youth. Instead he cast

himself in modern T-shirt parts: in William Tuckett's Louis Armstrong duet created for

him and Asylmuratova, a slight piece given a riveting beauty and poignancy by them;

and in Darshan Singh Bhuller's Kne Indian duet Sita, also made for him and

Asylmuratova, but enriched by the Royal Ballet's sinuous Mara Galeazzi.

Tamara Rojo's magnetic Giselle held the whole house in silent thrall, Miyako Yoshida

looked as liberated as a [ower-child with Stuart Cassidy in Ashton's Daphnis and Chloe.

Mukhamedov's jolly new ballet for the occasion, Four Horsemen, pitted himself and

three other men in a stylish tango with sleek Daria Klimentova.

The strangest sight was Grigorovich's Spartacus, once Mukhamedov's signature ballet

when he led the Bolshoi, but here extracting a dramatic, if meretricious, pas de deux for

the bad general Crassus and the courtesan Aegina. Thanks to the absence of some

planned Bolshoi dancers, we had the choice sight of Adam Cooper, substituting

authority for [ashiness, and the chameleon Rojo as Aegina, a study in voluptuous

malevolence to chill the blood, coming after her exquisite Giselle. When bad ballet is

done as well as this, it becomes immensely watchable.

It was a blow that the ghost of Kenneth MacMillan, the great choreographer who found

in Mukhamedov his inspiration for a last burst of creativity, was not able to sit down at

the feast. His Winter Dreams pas de deux was made for Mukhamedov's Royal Ballet

debut in 1990, and should have been danced by the star and Viviana Durante. Durante

dropped out at the last minute, so there was no MacMillan at all.

It hurt, to be sure, but it was not so important. The popularity of Mukhamedov is not

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/arts/main.jhtml?xml=/arts/2000/03/30/btisme30.xml
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/4725931/Blazing-farewell.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/4725931/Blazing-farewell.html
https://wa.me/?text=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/4725931/Blazing-farewell.html
mailto:?to=&body=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/4725931/Blazing-farewell.html&subject=Blazing%20farewell


owed to one specialism but to the exhilarating sincerity and sheer inquiring talent he

has brought to the whole of classical dance.
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