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Who's taking off in 2002?

From stage to page, small screen to silver screen, Telegraph critics make their
predictions for the people we will be talking about in the arts in the coming year
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Loveday Ingram
chosen by Charles Spencer

Over the past few years, Loveday Ingram has announced herself as one of the liveliest

and most accomplished of the new generation of young theatre directors. Much of her

finest work has been seen in Chichester, where the excellent boss, Andrew Welch, has
been admirably keen to encourage fresh talent.

Ingram's steamy production of David Hare's The Blue Room (an exceptionally brave
choice for conservative Chichester) transferred to the Haymarket Theatre Royal. She
has also revealed a sure touch with musicals, staging a cracking production of Pal Joey
in 2000, and last year's big Gershwin hit, My One and Only (starring Janie Dee and Tim

Flavin), which transfers to the West End early this year.

After that she moves on to a revival of Alan Ayckbourn's hilarious Bedroom Farce, with
those much-loved veterans Richard Briers and June Whitfield, before returning to
Chichester with a production still to be announced.

Welch is currently looking for an artistic director as he concentrates on redevelopment

work and is sure to have Ingram in his sights. But she also looks an ideal candidate to
replace Jenny Topper at Hampstead, and both the Almeida and the Donmar may be
interested in this fast rising talent, too.

Marin Alsop
chosen by Geoffrey Norris

Marin Alsop has conducted some riveting concerts over the past year and looks set to

consolidate her reputation for vision and versatility in countrywide dates during 2002.
In the autumn, she takes over as principal conductor of the Bournemouth Symphony
Orchestra.

Born in New York in 1956, Alsop has successfully avoided being typecast as primarily a
conductor of American music, though her Samuel Barber CD series for Naxos has
certainly been valuable for its insight.

Her range extends from Mozart to Mahler, Beethoven to Bartok and beyond, as she has
emphatically demonstrated with the Royal Scottish National Orchestra and the City of
London Sinfonia (with which she holds guest conductor posts) and with other such
prominent orchestras as the LSO and CBSO.

Alsop has the knack of managing an ensemble in a very personal way: allied to
impressive discipline, there is a rich fund of humanity and sensibility that enables her
to communicate fresh, stimulating ideas with compelling conviction.

Ricky Gervais
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chosen by James Walton

My television tip for 2002 is Ricky Gervais. Admittedly, I'm not sticking my neck out
too far here - his sitcom The Office recently won Best New TV Series at the British
Comedy Awards. Nonetheless, I'm sure that, in the next 12 months, the show will
complete its deserved journey from word-of-mouth cult success to a fully-fledged part
of national comedy life.

Gervais, who co-wrote the series, plays David Brent, the manager of a small Slough
paper merchants and a kind of modern-day Captain Mainwaring. When the programme
began, its mock docusoap style should already have been outdated. Yet, The Office was
so perfectly observed, so horribly familiar and above all so funny that it soon became
clear that this is a sitcom that does for the working world what The Royle Family does

for the domestic.

That first series is being repeated soon and a second one follows in the autumn. By
then, expect David Brent to be as famous as Jim Royle.

Chris Evans
chosen by Gillian Reynolds

In radio, keep an eye on Chris Evans. He may be back on the airwaves before long, and
on Radio 2. Rather like the Cheshire Cat in Alice, Evans has a habit of materialising out
of nowhere and taking control of the conversation.

Rather like the Duchess, the Cheshire Cat's owner, Radio 2 controller James Moir, runs
ared-hot radio kitchen. At a Sony Awards ceremony a few years ago, when Evans was
dominating Radio 1, Moir put a fatherly arm round him and said: "One day, my boy. One
day ..." It's possible that day has come.

Evans left Virgin in 2001. Channel 4 also bade him farewell. He has his new bride, his

mansion and his millions for company, but he no longer has a national audience. Moir
has built Britain's most listened-to radio station, but he has yet to make a star daytime
signing. The word is, they're flirting.

Tobey Maguire
chosen by Andrew O'Hagan

The exact date of a film actor's emergence is impossible to predict - in the movie
firmament, stars arrive as if from nowhere - but you can sometimes predict the year
when a career will go stratospheric.

At the moment, few know who Tobey Maguire is - even though he has appeared in a
clutch of popular movies, such as Wonder Boys, The Cider House Rules,
Deconstructing Harry and The Ice Storm. But, by the end of 2002, I predict that
Maguire will be a household name. The reason: he is due to appear as the lead in what
I'm sure will be the summer's big hit - Spider-Man.

The internet is already buzzing with anticipation for the action adventure story of Peter
Parker, photographer by day, superhero by night, and Maguire is set to emerge as a
teenage heart-throb with a modern kind of attitude.

The film's producers are so certain of the fact that they have guaranteed the 26-year-old
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actor $25 million if Spider-Man's sequels are made.
Edgaras Montvidas
chosen by Rupert Christiansen

The 26-year-old Lithuanian tenor Edgaras Montvidas has only a tiny part in April's
production of Verdi's Il Trovatore at Covent Garden, but my bet is that we'll soon be
hearing a lot more of him. His richly plangent voice has won him a place on the Royal
Opera's new apprenticeship scheme, where his committed performance of Russian
songs in a showcase recital showed outstanding potential, despite a somewhat stiff
stage presence.

Back in Lithuania, he was already something of a star; among the bigger fish in London,
he realises he is smaller fry. "Sometimes, it's hard to be patient," he says, "but I know
this is a wonderful place to learn and make contacts."

Glyndebourne Touring Opera has just booked him for Alfredo in La Traviata in 2003,
and he is currently on view in Sam Taylor-Wood's video Mute, showing at the White
Cube gallery in Hoxton.

Alina Cojocaru
chosen by Ismene Brown

Codge-oh-car-ooh. This is how to say the name of the young Royal Ballet artist who, at
the age of 20, is already talked of as one of the great world ballerinas of the future.

Alina Cojocaru is that rare thing, a born dancer - a tiny girl spun of gossamer grace and

phenomenal technical ease, with the waif-like lovability of Russian child-gymnasts and,
even better, the natural discretion of manner of the "English" school. She has the trick
of making all other dancers around her seem a little effortful in comparison but without
rubbing it in.

A Romanian, she trained relentlessly in Kiev and found herself, at 17, considering either
a corps de ballet job in the Royal Ballet or starring roles in Kiev. She took the starring
roles briefly, then came to Covent Garden for its richer repertoire, and last summer
made top rank.

New director Ross Stretton is laying every single leading role at her feet throughout
this season, which will test but not in the least daunt her.

Inexperienced though she is, Cojocaru is remarkably resourceful in imagining
emotions where she has never felt them. In a year or two, she may have lost some of the
dew on her wings but she should mature with fabulous results.

Hari Kunzru
chosen by Caspar Llewellyn Smith

In March last year, 31-year-old Hari Kunzru signed one of the biggest first-book deals in

publishing history, worth £1.25 million. Fittingly, the book is epic in scope and

ambition. It tells the story of a young Anglo-Indian called Pran Nath - the result of the
cataclysmic union of an English civil servant and a reluctant Hindu bride - who
embarks on a bizarre odyssey through British India in the first half of the last century
after learning of his true narentage.
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Hamish Hamilton publish The Impressionist in April and make the point in their
publicity blurb that this is the "same team that brought you Zadie Smith's White Teeth".
It certainly shares that book's verve and, from the off, the pace is rollicking.

Whether it will appeal to the more serious literary judges is moot (Kunzru thinks of the
book as "Midnight's Children meets Tom Jones"), but, in 2002 and beyond, it is a work
that will be talked about everywhere.

Simultaneously released in America, India and here, rights have also been sold in nine
other countries. Film companies are also reported to be in talks with the south London
author's agents.
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