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1 Marlon Brando'sMarlon Brando'sMarlon Brando'sMarlon Brando's Cinema remains prim about bare bottoms - in the mainstream, at
least. The :rst male nudity on :lm was in a 1912 Italian silent, Dante's Inferno, quickly
hushed up; in 1952 the :rst uncensored nudity passed for general X-certi:cate release
by the new British Board of Film Censors was in One Summer of Happiness, a Swedish
:lm in which a male rear was seen through a clump of bullrushes. Perhaps the most
important male bottom in cinema - if not the prettiest - was that of 48-year-old Marlon
Brando in Bertolucci's Last Tango in Paris (1972), which gave exposure a lewd
reputation in movies that has been hard to shake oV. In 1997 the success of Peter
Catteneo's genial The Full Monty hailed at last the bare male bottom's coming in from
the cold.

2 Iain Glen'sIain Glen'sIain Glen'sIain Glen's While Nicole Kidman was providing "pure theatrical Viagra" to legions of
male theatre critics in The Blue Room at the Donmar Warehouse in 1998, her co-star
Iain Glen could well feel peeved at the lack of attention paid to his still more
pronounced nakedness. He even turned cartwheels in the nude, perhaps the :rst time
this had ever been done - and yet barely anyone noticed how well equipped he was for
his role.

3 The Philistine's in The Philistine's in The Philistine's in The Philistine's in Giambologna's 'Samson Slaying a Philistine'Giambologna's 'Samson Slaying a Philistine'Giambologna's 'Samson Slaying a Philistine'Giambologna's 'Samson Slaying a Philistine' Since well
before the classical Greeks, the lure for artists of immortalising perfect male cheeks has
hardly been less popular than that of portraying female ones. Though it would be
diZcult to top the crisp depictions of muscular male rears on sixth-century BC Greek
vases, the Golden Age for male nakedness in art was the Renaissance, with anatomical
knowledge as well as artistry guiding the hands of painters and sculptors.
Giambologna's superb early 16th-century marble Samson Slaying a Philistine is well
worth a visit to the Victoria and Albert Museum to study the Philistine, in particular
(Samson has a skirt on).

4 Le Petomane'sLe Petomane'sLe Petomane'sLe Petomane's Joseph Pujol was a French baker who arrived at the Moulin Rouge in
1892 with a unique gift, and overnight became Paris's foremost cabaret attraction,
dashing the then star, Sarah Bernhardt, from her perch. He had learned, from an early
age, to break wind (the French verb peter) with remarkable power and variety. Using
his anal muscles, he could "play" tunes, "smoke" cigarettes, become an impressive
fountain, and imitate cannon :re. He dressed formally, and prided himself on his
inoVensiveness to ladies; but some of his acts required special trousers, which, while
not totally exposing him to all eyes, made him eligible here. He later rowed with the
Moulin Rouge, which promptly substituted a "female Petomane" - but her inferior
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artistry led to the discovery of bellows under her skirt.

5 Javier de Frutos'sJavier de Frutos'sJavier de Frutos'sJavier de Frutos's Dancers are unquestionably the most pleasing candidates for
nudity, and ballet's standing joke is that even its most noble classical characters don't
hide their bottoms, but enhance them with tights. Although early 20th-century Russian
ballet often featured bare-chested, bare-legged men, not until 1970 did nude ballet
arrive, with Netherlands Dance Theatre's Mutations, by Glen Tetley and Hans van
Manen. Since then, nudity has gone under cover, sort of - European modern ballet
frequently features the barest of coverings for male bottoms, :shnet over thongs being
regrettably commonplace, or holes may be cut out of the rear. Only in recent
independent British modern dance have male bottoms become fairly freely available in
their natural state. Notable are Lloyd Newson's DV8, Michael Clark, Nigel Charnock
and, par excellence, Javier de Frutos. He undoubtedly intended messages about social
hypocrisy when he shed his clothes, but his magni:cent little body justi:ed the view.
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The stage version of 'The Full Monty' opens at the Prince of Wales Theatre, London W1
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