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Royal Ballet 'was given ultimatum over director’

By Nicole Martin and Ismene Brown
27 September 2002 - 12:01am

¥y foO=

The widow of one of Britain's most important choreographers delivered an ultimatum
to the Royal Ballet, saying she would withdraw the rights to some of her late husband's
work unless its director was replaced.

The threat made by Lady MacMillan, who was married to Sir Kenneth MacMillan,
emerged yesterday following the surprise resignation on Tuesday of Ross Stretton,

who left the company only a year after he joined.

He said in a statement that his decision to leave was prompted by a desire to "develop
the future of ballet", although insiders claimed he was forced out amid complaints
about his management style and casting decisions.

It emerged yesterday that Lady MacMillan, who supported Mr Stretton's original
appointment, told the board that she was dissatisfied with his attitude towards her
husband's ballets, which are universally acknowledged as crucial to the Royal Ballet's
unique identity.

Insiders said she was "deeply disappointed and upset" by the ballets Mr Stretton had
chosen to commemorate the 10th anniversary of her husband's death next month.

One said: "He picked ballets which were disappointingly mainstream instead of opting
for those which were much more adventurous and exploratory which would have been
expected for a man of such importance."

A source at the Royal Opera House said: "It is no secret that Deborah MacMillan was not
entirely happy about the plans he had announced for the international celebration of

the anniversary of her husband's death.

"It is clear that he and she didn't see eye to eye. But Ross's leaving is not down to a
single issue."

Sir Kenneth, who was director of the Royal Ballet between 1970 and 1977, died of a heart
attack aged 62, backstage at the Royal Ballet in 1992. His legacy of ballets includes
Manon, The Prince of the Pagodas, The Invitation and The Judas Tree.

During his tenure at the Royal Ballet, Mr Stretton, 50, came under fire over his artistic
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he worked previously as artistic director.

Matters came to a head last month when union chiefs at Equity held crisis talks with
dancers to discuss matters of concern regarding Mr Stretton's management style and
casting decisions.

Although no allegations were made about his conduct with his troupe, they complained
that Mr Stretton had shown undue favouritism to some members of the corps.

Allegations of poor management were echoed yesterday by acquaintances of Mr
Stretton in Australia.

It was alleged that Mr Stretton, who is married with three children, had difficulties
communicating with staff. He had a high turnover of dancers, shedding up to a third of
the company within a year.

The Royal Opera House declined yesterday to comment on Mr Stretton's pay, or
whether he would be compensated for the outstanding period of his contract.
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