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Touching tour of the human heart

Ismene Brown reviews Ballett Frankfurt at Sadler's Wells
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Sadler's Wells looks terrific with a pale grey stage and walls instead of the usual boxy
black - light and fresh. As you sit down, there is a lot of messy warming-up by dozens of
studenty people in sweatshirts, walls being shifted, microphones and cameras being
tested. A smart American blonde in beige identifies herself as Catherine Deneuve. A
bony geek in big glasses and a bobble hat shouts over the hubbub that 90 per cent of
what we'll hear is in German.

He's kidding, luckily. William Forsythe may have a reputation for being titanically

obscure, but he is a jokester, and the last work that London will ever see by his Ballett
Frankfurt is an engaging, funny jeu d'esprit about the pain of love.

As much talkie theatre as dumb dance, Kammer/ Kammer shows a play-within-a-play.
The company are warming up for a performance, telling the unrelated love experiences
of two of them: the geek, who is a rock star's "accessoire", as he puts it, and the

character whom Deneuve plays in Andre Techine's 1996 film Les Voleurs, a frigid
philosophy professor infatuated with a lowlife girl. Douglas A Martin and Ann Carson
wrote the separate stories, and the mingling has a striking resemblance to Richard
Strauss's Ariadne auf Naxos.

The stage is divided up like the heart's chambers, and what goes on may be hidden by
walls, but it is always being filmed in artfully manipulated space, to appear on plasma
screens around the theatre. Do you watch the temptingly clear screen or strain to
glimpse the real action? Your eyes and brain are kept busy, but so is your heart.

Antony Rizzi, delightfully nerdy as the rock star's arm-candy, is at first so starstruck he
deserves to be tossed aside. But several foreign hotel-room scenes and soliloquies later,
he has realised that he is frighteningly naive. He slumps to a heartbreaking sound: a
slow pulse of crashes and splinters.

Meanwhile Deneuve's sangfroid is also zapped to pieces by love. She tries to take refuge
in her academic studies, but it takes only a phone call from her student to shatter her
poise.

Dana Caspersen is brilliant in the role. On previous Ballett Frankfurt visits, we saw
what an outstanding dancer she is; here she proves, with her rich, self-deprecating
voice, an equally piercing actress - and her final scene, dishevelled and immobile, is a
blinder.

The dancers supply an arresting dumbshow subtext to the verbosity: as students sitting
quietly bored in Deneuve's seminars, or peeling off to explode in extraordinary bursts
of jagged limbs and tumbles that hammer, like a racing heart, behind the chambers'
walls. Echoes stir of Greek choruses or classical corps de ballet.

Touching and virtuosic, Kammer/Kammer shows the Forsythe kaleidoscope in
attractive action; it hasn't the grand emotional daring of the unforgettable Eidos: Telos
of his previous visit, but it will ensure that London will fondly ask his new company
back.

¢ Until tomorrow. Tickets: 020 7863 8000
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