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Repellently sexy superstar

Ismene Brown
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Ismene Brown reviews Mayerling and Onegin at Covent Garden

There is good, and there is great. There is the reassurance you feel at seeing
craftsmanship, and there is the heady shock of artistry.

Artistry can't be got without craftsmanship, though, and if the Bolshoi, where he spent
his twenties, was Irek Mukhamedov's qualification as a leading craftsman, the Royal
Ballet was where he became a master.

Now 44, and a rare guest artist, his brief current return to the marathon role of Crown
Prince Rudolf in MacMillan's magnificent Mayerling proves why this man will be
remembered as a Covent Garden superstar. His second, and last, performance is tonight
- don't miss it.

True, Mukhamedov no longer has the elasticity and pinpoint control to make the
opening wedding solo look anything other than creaky, but such flaws were obliterated
by the gargantuan chilliness of his characterisation, a tyrannical heir to an unstable
empire, petrifying his underlings, mistresses and wives, repellently sexy.

With an instinct to find even such a monster understandable, he revealed a bleak,
twisted obsessiveness with his unhappy mother, and then left us to guess the darkness
beyond.

And there was that glorious, untiring partnering, the sureness with which his hands
fended his ex-mistress Jaimie Tapper, groped for his unresponsive mother Genesia
Rosato (wonderful), brutalised his young bride Iohna Loots (well done), and wove the

eager, flexing, lovestruck body of Mara Galeazzi into his degrading death fantasy.

Mukhamedov dances with a unique sense of irony, about his own mortality, about
everyone's.

Twenty years younger, another rare artist is shaping up in the company. Thiago Soares's
adventurous progress through both princely and character roles has shown him as
possessing an exciting actor's curiosity as well as exceptional technical flair.

Cast in Onegin at the last moment, due to indisposition, at 23 the wiry Brazilian should
be too young for the sophisticated title part. But he turns his youth to advantage,
showing a callow young man whose urbanity is a desperate cover-up for immaturity.

His relationship with Laura Morera's remarkably intelligent and rewarding Tatiana,
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Alina Cojocaru's giddy Olga and Ivan Putrov's assured Lensky spoke volumes about

19th-century young men's ignorance of the other sex, evoking an unusual and specific
poignance to the story.

Soares also pirouettes like a demon, his fiery technique bringing rare tears of gratitude
to my eyes.

¢ 'Mayerling' tonight only; 'Onegin' continues to June 29. Tickets: 020 7304 4000
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