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Maclovia Ruiz, who died on Hogmanay aged 95, was one of the ;rst dancers to be hired
in the early days of American ballet, and specialised in the ethnic dance solos that
peppered grand operas and Hollywood ;lms in the 1930s.

Although later proclaimed as the ";rst dancer of colour" to be hired in American ballet,
she was one of the very ;rst of all to be recruited. A Mexican raised in San Francisco,
she presented herself for audition, aged 23, when the Russian ballet star Adolph Bolm
began hiring for a new ballet company to be attached to San Francisco Opera in 1933.

With the country in the grip of the Depression, a spectacular production of Verdi's Aida
was planned, with the soprano Claudia Muzio and the bass Ezio Pinza. The score
contains some splendid ballet music, which was often cut. But Bolm discerned in
Maclovia Ruiz's well-trained rumba and lush Hispanic beauty the promise of an ideal
exotic performer. He soon created another eye-catching solo for her in Bizet's Carmen,
which made her nationally famous.

Maclovia Ruiz's origins reTected the melting pot of San Francisco and of American
dance generally, which was largely founded by Russian émigrés from Serge Diaghilev's
Ballets Russes in Europe, and attracted performers of kaliedoscopic backgrounds and
nationalities. Although much lionised as a mould-breaker on behalf of the Hispanic
community, Maclovia Ruiz made light of racialism she encountered.

She was born at Guadalajara, Mexico, in 1910, into a family which moved to San
Francisco when she was young. Trained by her father in folk-dance and then at the
Peters Wright School in San Francisco, she started dancing professionally at 15 on the
local vaudeville circuit.

Her popularity in Carmen and Aida ensured a steady Tow of performances from 1933
into the early 1940s, though her repertoire was limited to operas with dance. Her roles
included the pantomime Queen of Shemaka in Rimsky-Korsakov's Le Coq d'Or and a
solo dance in Delibes's Lakmé, which was set in India. She also performed in George
Balanchine's dances for the Metropolitan Opera production of Carmen in New York in
1936.

Such opera-ballets laid the foundations for the Americans' world-beating move into
classical ballet, but for emigrant ballet choreographers, such as Bolm and Balanchine,
conditions were desperately discouraging; Balanchine remarked that the Metropolitan
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conditions were desperately discouraging; Balanchine remarked that the Metropolitan
management used ballet in the opera the way a diner uses a napkin, to wipe his mouth
before resuming his meal.

Maclovia Ruiz was able to pro;t brieTy from Hollywood's interest. Bolm had made a
Hollywood splash in 1931 with his choreography for The Mad Genius, a horror ;lm
about a crippled puppeteer (John Barrymore) making his adopted son into a great
dancer. In 1936 his links helped to ;nd her a part in Ramona, a Loretta Young romance
with a Red Indian setting. Two years later she appeared in The Goldwyn Follies.

During the early 1940s Maclovia Ruiz became a distinguished Tamenco and classical
Spanish dance artist whom the San Francisco critics hailed as "brilliant and magnetic",
and "the greatest Tamenco dancer of today".

She married, in 1948, the Canadian photographer John Mailer, and they had a son, but
the marriage was dissolved in 1953. After a brief stay in Hawaii, she returned to San
Francisco, where into old age she taught Tamenco and ballroom dance; her work with
disabled people won a civic award from the city.

More stories

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/1508164/Maclovia-Ruiz.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/1508164/Maclovia-Ruiz.html
https://wa.me/?text=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/1508164/Maclovia-Ruiz.html
mailto:?to=&body=https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/1508164/Maclovia-Ruiz.html&subject=Maclovia%20Ruiz


More from The Telegraph

More stories

Pensioner among two dead in sea o0 Yorkshire
coast

3 Jan 2026, 12:21am

Tommy Lee Jones’s daughter found dead aged 34

2 Jan 2026, 11:54pm

Littler shrugs o0 boos and crushes Searle to earn
shot at £1m Cnal prize

2 Jan 2026, 11:48pm

Bristol hit summit after gaining revenge for Sale
humiliation

2 Jan 2026, 11:35pm

Tom Cotterill

US Sta.

Jeremy Wilson

Gavin Mairs

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2026/01/02/rescue-missionpeople-missing-off-yorkshire-coast/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/news/2026/01/02/tommy-lee-jones-daughter-found-dead-aged-34/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/darts/2026/01/02/luke-littler-ryan-searle-world-darts-championship-anderson/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/rugby-union/2026/01/02/bristol-prem-summit-revenge-sale-humiliation/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/t/tk-to/tom-cotterill1/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/u/up-ut/us-staff/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/j/ja-je/jeremy-wilson/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/g/ga-ge/gavin-mairs/


Burger King worker ‘plotted IS-inspired New
Year stabbing spree’

2 Jan 2026, 11:12pm

Newcastle Cnally taste victory after seeing o0
Gloucester

2 Jan 2026, 10:30pm

US Sta.

Telegraph Sport

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/news/2026/01/02/burger-king-worker-plotted-is-inspired-new-year-stabbing/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/rugby-union/2026/01/02/newcastle-red-bulls-gloucester-rugby-prem-rugby/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/u/up-ut/us-staff/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/t/ta-te/telegraph-sport/

