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Tanja Liedtke, who has been killed in a road accident aged 29, was a glamorous dancer
and contemporary choreographer who had just been appointed artistic director of the
Sydney Dance Company, Australia's largest modern dance troupe.

German-born but British-trained, Tanja Liedtke was a notable performer on stages in
Britain, having made a powerful impact on recent tours by DV8 Physical Theatre (the
leading London-based company run by Lloyd Newson) and, earlier this year, with her
own choreography in London, Manchester, Bristol and Eastleigh.

She appeared as a shiftless seaside circus performer in Channel 4's 2004 Qlm of DV8's
The Cost of Living, while, in the extensive British tour of Just For Show in 2005, she
was the leggy, brassy hostess in a tight dress who incarnated the image of self-absorbed
beauty that Newson intended to satirise; while talking incessantly about self-
improvement, she adopted ever more contorted poses to make Newson's point. The
Daily Telegraph critic described her as having "a body like a pack of pipe-cleaners" with
the ability to "tie herself in a double reef knot upside-down and still talk and smile
cheesily".

In May this year Tanja Liedtke attracted praise with her own production, construct,
commissioned by the South Bank Centre, in which a wooden house and a relationship
were simultaneously built (and destroyed) by three dancers, including herself; The
Times called it "a small-scale marvel".

Born in Stuttgart on October 6 1977, Tanja Liedtke moved as a child with her family to
Madrid, where she took her Qrst ballet lessons. The family then settled in London, and
she trained at Elmhurst Ballet School, Surrey, before graduating from the Rambert

School.

She launched her career by moving to Australia, working as a choreographer in Sydney,
then joining, in 1999, the Australian Dance Theatre in Adelaide, with which she toured
Australia, Britain, North America and Asia over the next four years.

Her many choreographies in Australia included To My Suite and Forever You (both of
which received a Dance Australia Critics' Choice award for most promising
choreography); Endstation Wunderkind; and the full-length work Twelfth Floor, hailed
as Australia's Outstanding Choreography of 2006. In Germany, she created Angels
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Fallen, Enter Twilight and Always Building.

Tanja Liedtke's appointment last May to Australia's biggest dance job, as artistic director
of the Sydney Dance Company, was regarded as a refreshing, if unexpected,
development for the company after the 31-year directorship of Graeme Murphy, the
godfather of Australian modern dance. After rejecting 53 other candidates, the
company's board described her as having an original choreographic voice and a clearly-
deQned creative spirit. Murphy himself acclaimed her as "someone on the cusp of a
really interesting career… A new adventure is about to unfold".

Although Tanja Liedtke described her London training as "her formative years", and
London as the cultural capital of the world, she believed that "the fact Australia is
isolated geographically means contemporary dance artists develop a very unique voice
in the world". Due to take up her new position on October 2, four days before her 30th
birthday, she said she was ecstatic and had many plans.

She had spent Thursday evening watching a Sydney dance performance with her
partner, the Australian dancer Sol Ulrich.

A few hours later she was killed when she was struck by a rubbish lorry as she crossed a
road near their eat.

Tanja Liedtke was unmarried.
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