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André Prokovsky
André Prokovsky, the dancer and choreographer, who died on August 15 aged 70, was a

star of London Festival Ballet, forming with his then wife Galina Samsova the
company's leading partnership in the late 1960s.
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The couple subsequently launched the New London Ballet, a touring company in
which Prokovsky emerged as a sought-after choreographer, creating for companies
around the world nearly a dozen full-length ballets derived from literary masterpieces
such as Anna Karenina, The Great Gatsby and The Three Musketeers.

Born in Paris of Russian parentage on January 13 1939, André Prokovsky trained there
with the Russian émigré teachers who formed a world-renowned training hub in Paris
after the Russian Revolution. In his teens he danced briefly with the coming men of
French ballet, Roland Petit and Jean Babilée, before winning a silver medal at the 1957
Moscow World Youth Festival.

This led to an invitation from Anton Dolin to join London Festival Ballet, for the first of
two long stays there. Prokovsky was promoted to principal by the age of 20 and became
known for his bravura technique; despite his youth, he was featured by Dolin in a
celebrated showpiece for four brilliant male stars, Variations for Four (1957).

After three years in London he returned to France as a principal with the Grand Ballet
du Marquis de Cuevas, a glamorous if wayward company formed in Paris by a Chilean
aristocrat, and was a member when the newly-defected Nureyev made his European
debut with the company in June 1961.

Prokovsky was then invited to New York by the master choreographer George
Balanchine as a principal at New York City Ballet from 1963 to 1966.

Balanchine chose him to feature in his creations Pas de deux and Divertissement (1965)

and Brahms-Schoenberg Quartet (1966). He also appeared in two Jacques d'’Amboise
ballets, The Chase (1963) and Irish Fantasy (1964).

Returning to London Festival Ballet in 1966, Prokovsky soon established the company's
star partnership with the ballerina Galina Samsova, whom he married in 1972. Notable
roles were created for him in Jack Carter's The Unknown Island (1969), Ronald Hynd's
Dvorak Variations (1970) and Peter Darrell's Othello (1971), in which Prokovsky took the
title role.

He and Samsova left in 1972 to create the chamber-sized New London Ballet. On tours
to the United States, the Far East, Europe and elsewhere, Prokovsky proved himself a
choreographer as well as leading dancer.

After a year as ballet director at the Rome Opera, he concentrated entirely on
choreography from 1978, creating productions for London Festival Ballet, Sadler's Wells
Royal Ballet, Northern Ballet Theatre, Scottish Ballet, the Kirov Ballet, La Scala and
other companies. His full-length ballets included Anna Karenina and The Three
Musketeers for Australian Ballet; Dr Zhivago for Cape Town's CAPAB Ballet; La Traviata
and Romeo and Juliet for London City Ballet; and The Great Gatsby for Pittsburgh Ballet
Theatre.
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André Prokovsky's first marriage was dissolved in 1981. He married, secondly, in 1981,
Elisabeth Jeanne McCaul, with whom he had a son; and, thirdly, Elvire Kleiber.
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