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A starlet no longer - now Sergei is to be Covent
Garden's new star

A 20-year-old is promoted to principal rank after only two years in the Royal Ballet

by | Thursday, 10 June 2010 share | [ 28

A new male star will be leading the Royal Ballet next season - a rating
prodigious in-house talent of just 20. Sergei Polunin, Ukrainian-born and
Royal Ballet School-trained, has been elevated to top rank in the Royal
Ballet's end-of-year promotions after just two years in the company. His
rapid ascent to the top has not been unexpected as he has been
constantly for his combination of Project Polunin, Sadler's Wells
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aristocratic style and darkly dramatic aura.

The other new male principal next season is to be Nehemiah Kish, 27, an eXp|0re tOplcs
American-born principal with both the Royal Danish and National Canadian
ballets. Making way for them in the top rank are the retiring Viacheslav
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Royal Ballet Ukraine

Samodurov, now turning with , and the long-serving
ballerina Miyako Yoshida. share this article
Atalent lost to London is Xander Parish, a young man who has taken the unusual share | BB

step of joining the Mariinsky Ballet in St Petersburg.

Other company promotions are Johannes Stepanek to First Soloist (the rank
below Principal), and the to Soloist - Hamilton
is an Irish girl who was taken out of the Elmhurst Ballet School to study privately
with the wife of former Royal Ballet and Bolshoi star Irek Mukhamedov. She has
made a particular impact in the modern work of Wayne McGregor, the Royal
Ballet’s resident choreographer. Claire Calvert, Akane Takada, Fernando Montafio
and Erico Montes are promoted to First Artists from the corps de ballet.

Leavers include the longstanding and stylish male First Soloist Yohei Sasaki,
Gemma Sykes, Cindy Jourdain, Ernst Meisner and Richard Ramsey. Joiners
include the Leipzig Ballet's Itziar Mendizabal, replacing Sasaki at First Soloist
level, and graduates from the Royal Ballet School include the impressive young

and James Butcher, plus former RBS
pupil Valentino Zucchetti, and two from elsewhere, Beatriz Stix-Brunell from the
School of American Ballet - who though now only 17 scored a big hit on
Christopher Wheeldon's Morphoses tour to Britain last autumn - and Camille
Bracher from Johannesburg.

The overall effect of the ups and downs is to underline the internationalism of
today's Royal Ballet.
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the future of arts journalism

You can stop theartsdesk.com closing!

We urgently need financing to survive. Our fundraising drive has
thus far raised £33,000 but we need to reach £100,000 or we will
be forced to close. Please contribute here:

And if you can forward this information to anyone who might
assist, we'd be grateful.

Subscribe to theartsdesk.com

Thank you for continuing to read our work
on theartsdesk.com. For unlimited access to every
article in its entirety, including our archive of more than
15,000 pieces, we're asking for £5 per month or £40 per
year. We feel it's a very good deal, and hope you do too.

To take a subscription now

And if you're looking for that extra gift for a friend or
family member, why not treat them to a
theartsdesk.com ?

more dance

'We are bowled over!' Thank you for your

messages of love and support
Much-appreciated words of commendation from readers
and the cultural community

Best of 2025: Dance
There's no denying it: dance has been on a roll

The Nutcracker, English National Ballet,
Coliseum review - a fresh look at a

seasonal classic
On its second time out, ENB's production is a winner where
it counts

The Red Shoes, Sadler's Wells review -
once again, Matthew Bourne lights up the

season
A strong revival for this stage adaptation of a British film
classic

- Rebirth: London City Ballet review -


https://theartsdesk.com/
https://theartsdesk.com/new-music
https://theartsdesk.com/opera
https://theartsdesk.com/film
https://theartsdesk.com/classical
https://theartsdesk.com/theatre
https://theartsdesk.com/comedy
https://theartsdesk.com/dance
https://theartsdesk.com/visual-arts
https://theartsdesk.com/tv
https://theartsdesk.com/gaming
https://theartsdesk.com/cdsdvds
https://theartsdesk.com/books
https://theartsdesk.com/
https://theartsdesk.com/
https://theartsdesk.com/new-music
https://theartsdesk.com/opera
https://theartsdesk.com/film
https://theartsdesk.com/classical
https://theartsdesk.com/theatre
https://theartsdesk.com/comedy
https://theartsdesk.com/dance
https://theartsdesk.com/visual-arts
https://theartsdesk.com/tv
https://theartsdesk.com/gaming
https://theartsdesk.com/node/93427
https://theartsdesk.com/node/93426
https://theartsdesk.com/reviews
https://theartsdesk.com/features
https://theartsdesk.com/galleries
https://theartsdesk.com/q
https://theartsdesk.com/topics/proms
https://theartsdesk.com/topics/first-person
https://theartsdesk.com/we-recommend
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheartsdesk.com%2Fdance%2Fstarlet-no-longer-now-sergei-be-covent-gardens-new-star&title=A%20starlet%20no%20longer%20-%20now%20Sergei%20is%20to%20be%20Covent%20Garden%27s%20new%20star%20%7C%20The%20Arts%20Desk
https://theartsdesk.com/#facebook
https://theartsdesk.com/#twitter
https://theartsdesk.com/#email
https://theartsdesk.com/user/71
https://theartsdesk.com/node/1302
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/royal-ballet-new-works-linbury-studio-theatre-roh
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/index.php?searchword=melissa+hamilton&ordering=&searchphrase=exact&Itemid=34&option=com_search
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/birmingham-royal-ballet-1990-2010-birmingham-hippodrome
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/index.php?searchword=sergei+polunin&ordering=newest&searchphrase=exact&limit=100&option=com_search
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheartsdesk.com%2Fdance%2Fstarlet-no-longer-now-sergei-be-covent-gardens-new-star&title=A%20starlet%20no%20longer%20-%20now%20Sergei%20is%20to%20be%20Covent%20Garden%27s%20new%20star%20%7C%20The%20Arts%20Desk
https://theartsdesk.com/#facebook
https://theartsdesk.com/#twitter
https://theartsdesk.com/#email
https://theartsdesk.com/buzz
https://theartsdesk.com/dance-0
https://theartsdesk.com/topics/royal-ballet
https://theartsdesk.com/topics/ukraine
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/project-polunin-sadlers-wells
https://theartsdesk.com/books/we-are-bowled-over-thank-you-your-messages-love-and-support
https://theartsdesk.com/books/we-are-bowled-over-thank-you-your-messages-love-and-support
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/best-2025-dance
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/best-2025-dance
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/nutcracker-english-national-ballet-coliseum-review-fresh-look-seasonal-classic
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/nutcracker-english-national-ballet-coliseum-review-fresh-look-seasonal-classic
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/red-shoes-sadlers-wells-review-once-again-matthew-bourne-lights-season
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/red-shoes-sadlers-wells-review-once-again-matthew-bourne-lights-season
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/rebirth-london-city-ballet-review-pocket-sized-company-fulfilling-its-big-ambitions
https://theartsdesk.com/dance/rebirth-london-city-ballet-review-pocket-sized-company-fulfilling-its-big-ambitions
https://gofund.me/c3f6033d
https://hype.co/@theartsdeskcom/66kajkq6
https://hype.co/@theartsdeskcom/66kajkq6
https://hype.co/@theartsdeskcom/66kajkq6
https://theartsdesk.com/
https://theartsdesk.com/dance

