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A starlet no longer - now Sergei is to be Covent
Garden's new star
A 20-year-old is promoted to principal rank after only two years in the Royal Ballet

by Ismene Brown | Thursday, 10 June 2010

A new male star will be leading the Royal Ballet next season - a
prodigious in-house talent of just 20. Sergei Polunin, Ukrainian-born and
Royal Ballet School-trained, has been elevated to top rank in the Royal
Ballet’s end-of-year promotions after just two years in the company. His
rapid ascent to the top has not been unexpected as he has been
constantly marked out with warm reviews for his combination of
aristocratic style and darkly dramatic aura.

The other new male principal next season is to be Nehemiah Kish, 27, an
American-born principal with both the Royal Danish and National Canadian
ballets. Making way for them in the top rank are the retiring Viacheslav
Samodurov, now turning with acclaim to choreography, and the long-serving
ballerina Miyako Yoshida.

A talent lost to London is Xander Parish, a young man who has taken the unusual
step of joining the Mariinsky Ballet in St Petersburg.

Other company promotions are Johannes Stepanek to First Soloist (the rank
below Principal), and the striking blonde Melissa Hamilton to Soloist - Hamilton
is an Irish girl who was taken out of the Elmhurst Ballet School to study privately
with the wife of former Royal Ballet and Bolshoi star Irek Mukhamedov. She has
made a particular impact in the modern work of Wayne McGregor, the Royal
Ballet’s resident choreographer. Claire Calvert, Akane Takada, Fernando Montaño
and Erico Montes are promoted to First Artists from the corps de ballet.

Leavers include the longstanding and stylish male First Soloist Yohei Sasaki,
Gemma Sykes, Cindy Jourdain, Ernst Meisner and Richard Ramsey. Joiners
include the Leipzig Ballet’s Itziar Mendizabal, replacing Sasaki at First Soloist
level, and graduates from the Royal Ballet School include the impressive young
Yasmine Naghdi, Sander Blommaert and James Butcher, plus former RBS
pupil Valentino Zucchetti, and two from elsewhere, Beatriz Stix-Brunell from the
School of American Ballet - who though now only 17 scored a big hit on
Christopher Wheeldon's Morphoses tour to Britain last autumn - and Camille
Bracher from Johannesburg.

The overall effect of the ups and downs is to underline the internationalism of
today's Royal Ballet.
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You can stop theartsdesk.com closing! 
We urgently need financing to survive. Our fundraising drive has
thus far raised £33,000 but we need to reach £100,000 or we will
be forced to close. Please contribute here: https://gofund.me/c3f6033d

And if you can forward this information to anyone who might
assist, we’d be grateful.
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