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Bolshoi Ballet dismisses world star Nikolai
Tsiskaridze You can stop theartsdesk.com closing!

We urgently need financing to survive. Our fundraising drive
has thus far raised £33,000 but we need to reach £100,000 or
we will be forced to close. Please contribute here:
https://gofund.me/c3f6033d

And if you can forward this information to anyone who might
assist, we'd be grateful.
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Subscribe to theartsdesk.com
Thank you for continuing to read our work
on theartsdesk.com. For unlimited access to every article in
its entirety, including our archive of more than 15,000 pieces,
we're asking for £5 per month or £40 per year. We feel it's a
very good deal, and hope you do too.

To take a subscription now simply click here.

And if you're looking for that extra gift for a friend or family
member, why not treat them to a theartsdesk.com gift

subscription?

Help to give theartsdesk a future!
Support our GoFundMe appeal

Ballet to Broadway: Wheeldon Works, Royal
Ballet review - the impressive range and
reach of Christopher Wheeldon's craft

The title says it: as dancemaker, as creative magnet,
the man clearly works his socks off

Bolshoi, c'est moi: Tsiskaridze as the Faune in Nijinsky's ballet

The celebrated star of the Bolshoi, Nikolai Tsiskaridze, has been told his Nikolai
contracts will not be renewed when they expire at the end of this month -
an effective dismissal for Russia's flamboyant and outspoken ballet icon.

The Forsythe Programme, English National
Ballet review - brains, beauty and bravura
Once again the veteran choreographer and maverick
William Forsythe raises ENB's game

Tsiskaridze has
recetved notice of

The dancer is currently embroiled in a vitriolic lawsuit with his Bolshoi the non-renewal ) )

bosses over media interviews he has given since the acid attack on the . Sad Book, Hackney Empire review - What we

Bolshoi ballet director Sergei Filin, in which he has questioned whether Of both hlsﬁxed_ feel, what we show, and the many ways we
deal with sadness

Filin was genuinely injured and has accused the theatre management of term contracts as A book about navigating grief feeds into unusual and

manipulating the incident to get rid of Tsiskaridze. dancer and compelling dance theatre

He has stated more than once that he would be ready and willing to replace the teacher Balanchine: Three Signature Works, Royal

long-time Bolshoi Theatre general director Anatoly Iksanov, whom he accuses of Ballet review - exuberant, joyful, exhilarating

mismanagement, and last autumn got together a petition signed by various related articles Atriumphant triple bill

prominent cultural figures asking President Putin to take action on it. However, later ) )

. . . Interview: Bolshoi Ballet
some of the signatories recused, saying they had not seen the text of the letter and director Sergei Filin says, 'l ) )
apologising to Iksanov. be back' Romeo and Juliet, Royal Ballet review -
Shakespeare without the words, with music
to die for
Kenneth MacMillan's first and best-loved
masterpiece turns 60

There has been a stormy and unpredictable atmosphere built up around the Filin Le Corsaire & Paquita Triple
Bill, Bolshoi Ballet, Royal

attack, soon after which the Bolshoi management accused Tsiskaridze of Opera House
contributing to the foetid hostilities between rival factions in the ballet and having
contributed in some way to the incident.

The Blue God/ The Firebird,
Les Saisons Russes du XXI

Siacle, London Coliseum Light of Passage, Royal Ballet review - Crystal

Pite’s cosmic triptych powers back
Total music theatre takes us from the hell of exile to
separation at heaven’s gates

The dancer hit back in the media, giving several interviews in which he accused the
management of wrecking the refurbishment of the Bolshoi Theatre and running
irregular financial practices concerning payment of performers. He was also vocal
in defending the dancer accused of organising the attack on Filin, Pavel Opinion: Crime and moral
Dmitrichenko, whose girlfriend, Angelina Vorontsova, he coached. evasion at the Bolshoi Ballet

Bolshoi full casting up as box
office opens

Vollmond, Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina
: Bausch + Terrain Boris Charmatz, Sadler's
In the past three _months he went to court to explore topics Wells review - clunkily-named company
A further reprimand overturn the reprimands the theatre was Dance Bolshoi shows its lighter side
. 1. o1 issuina to him over his media interviews and MaAnmnn Pumnia A new aeneration of dancers brinas zest, humour
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Yesterday the Bolshoi's press head Katerina
Novikova told the Russian media: "Yesterday [7 June] Nikolai Tsiskaridze received
notice of the non-renewal of both his fixed-term contracts as dancer and teacher-
coach. From 1 July he will have no more working contracts with the theatre."

Two weeks ago the Bolshoi ballet company manager Ruslan Pronin, who had been
deputising for Dmitrichenko in union activities, was also told his contract would not
be renewed.

Tsiskaridze, 39, joined the Bolshoi 20 years ago, and his black-haired, exotic looks
and elastic body swiftly attracted the attention of the then ballet director, the mighty
Yuri Grigorovich, under whom the Georgian-born dancer rapidly rose to star status.
He was coached by the very best - by Galina Ulanova, the Bolshoi's legendary
ballerina, and by Marina Semyonova - but his flamboyant way of dancing was less
beloved of many critics in Britain than in Russia, and it had been noticed that his
name had been dropped from the list of dancers coming on this summer's Bolshoi
tour to the Royal Opera House.

While Bolshoi casting politics have ever been obscure, it could be assumed that
part of the reason for this might be his open hostility to the stricken Filin.

Public reaction in the Filin affair has been sharply divided. Tsiskaridze's view that
he himself is a greater dancer than Filin and therefore had a better claim to be
either ballet director or even overall Bolshoi Theatre chief is feverishly supported by
a large cohort of Bolshoi fans and by many TV viewers throughout Russia who
have seen his charismatic, voluble appearances before the camera.

However, others have been horrified by Tsiskaridze's ambivalence over the attack
on Filin, in which he has strongly implied that a conspiracy of the theatre with police
and doctors in Russia and Germany was in place to magnify minor injuries into
maijor ones, in order to get certain dancers hostile to the current directorship fired,
chiefly himself. He claimed that the main suspect, Pavel Dmitrichenko, had been
targeted because he was the ballet union leader and had attacked the way Filin ran
the Bolshoi dancers' payment system.

The Russian flagship ballet companies pay their enormous dancer numbers a low
fixed salary, with piecework payments for dancing particular numbers and roles in
ballets. This means that those who are cast more often earn much more than those
who are less favoured by the directors, regardless of their official ranking.

At the Mariinsky, the prima ballerina Daria Pavlenko, an articulate spokeswoman
for the performers, has claimed that the corps de ballet are paid just £62 per
performance of Swan Lake, and has described the system - set up in Soviet times -
as unfit for the modern world. However, her efforts to convince the Mariinsky chief
Valery Gergiev to change it have so far been in vain.

At the Bolshoi Dmitrichenko and his supporters, including Tsiskaridze, have
claimed that Filin's favouritism was being used to discriminate unfairly against
certain dancers. They also suggested that the notoriously corrupt box office
relationship with ticket touts was in some way run with tacit permission by the
directorship - and box office corruption has been put up by Valery Gergiev as one
likely motive behind the attack on Filin.

Filin remains in Germany in a specialist hospital in Aachen, having just endured his
18th eye operation, according to his wife's Facebook page this week, and in
considerable doubt as to how much of his sight can be saved.

Dmitrichenko and two other men, a known convict Yuri Zarutsky who is alleged to
have confessed to throwing the sulphuric acid in Filin's face, and an alleged driver,
Andrei Lipatov, face up to 12 years in jail if convicted of causing Filin grievous
bodily harm. Currently in custody, they are attempting to have Filin's medical
condition double-checked to back their contention that he is not in fact grievously
injured, and therefore their charge should be reduced.

» See full coverage and translation of Russian reports on the saga on my
website ismeneb.com

» The Bolshoi Ballet is at the Royal Opera House from 29 July to 17 August

Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on Sun, 09/06/2013 - 12:32

Vitriolic indeed!
Reply

Add comment

Post a comment

and playfulness to late Bausch

Phaedra + Minotaur, Royal Ballet and Opera,
Linbury Theatre review - a double dose of
Greek myth

Opera and dance companies share a theme in this
terse but affecting double bill

Onegin, Royal Ballet review - a poignant
lesson about the perils of youth

John Cranko was the greatest choreographer British
ballet never had. His masterpiece is now 60 years
old

Northern Ballet: Three Short Ballets, Linbury
Theatre review - thrilling dancing in a mix of
styles

The Leeds-based company act as impressively as
they dance

Best of 2024: Dance

ol ltwasa year for visiting past glories, but not for new

ones
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