starlife

Drumming on
dustbins and hubcaps
gave him the idea for
Stomp. Photograph
by KARENA
PERRONET-MILLER

UKE CRESSWELL
is clearly a genius. It's a big word,
but what else is good enough
to describe the mental brilliance that
created Stomp? So sensational has
been the success of this peculiar show
that no fewer than three Stomp
tours are now clattering and
thumping their way around the US.
Next stop is London at the Royal
Festival Hall from Scptember 12-17.

As a performance, Stomp is not
easy o define. Cresswell says it's just
drumming. ‘Just’ happens to involve
a bit more than drums, that’s all,
Deckchairs. Dustbins, Scaffold poies.
i
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‘And if'you've got 4 dozen people
all smashing and swishing away, well
you get a kind of dance, don't
you? And if each of them is precisely
inserting their bash between two_
other people’s bangs, perhaps, with
nice dotted rhythm, it's music,
isn'tit? And if you string up all the
hub-caps and grilles and empty cans
and road-signs on a huge scafold,
and your drummers swing
to them on ropes, well, it’s the most
fantastic theatre, too. And if
you hammer on a few ice blocks for
the Coca-Cola Corporation, i
makes an award-winning television
commercial into the bargain,
Cresswell, 31, is a punk-turned.
father-of-two and based in Brighton
(when he's not in Manhattan)
where he grew up, Dad is 5 painter,
Munm a fashion teacher, ‘We didp’y
have good music at school, It yas
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Beethoven and Mozart, stuff Jike
that. I started drumming from about
eight, Watching Gary Glitter on
Top of the Pops set me off. No one’s
bigger than Gary Glitter, He's still
the guv'nor,

He says the germ of Stomp was
When._ha\_rmg quit school at 16, he

d his friend Steye McNicholas took

their bang, Pookicsnackcnburgcr, on
traing around Europe, ‘When you're
travelling, you Jeayy s a drummer 1o
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improvise. You'd only have one
drum with you, so Yyou had to play
anything that made a decent noise.’

They were successful, did the
Edinburgh Festival, and signed 10 3
record label, but then got into a
George Michael situat on over their
creative independence.

They couldn't do music as such,
without the label’s cleary ce - 5¢
they shed the music and concentr
on the rhythm, Now Stomy

become an industry and C
and McNicholas h!
with Elvis Costello
Bryan Ferry
The New York show
running for 16 months
has spent most of the summ

coaching eager Americans \

badgered him into le
Stomp tour




